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Sunda y Services

June 7 \ Chal lenging the F ac e of Power: the life of a so-

cial activist " The Rev erend George F eenstra.

June 14 \ Pr esenting Walt Whitman, Po et, T r ansc enden-

tal R e alist, Humanist " The Rev erend Anne T read-

w ell. Whitman w as not only a p o et but a friend of

Emerson, our great Unitarian philosopher, himself

a p o et. The presen tation will fo cus on Whitman's

w ords, a �tting tribute to a writer in tune with U*U

though t, and far b ey ond most of us in his inspired

expression of it.

June 21 \ R ethinking Suburbia; a c autionary tale fr om

our neighb ours to the south " Na jat Ab dou-

McF arland will dra w on t w o do cumen taries: End of

Suburbia/End of the American Dream and Escap e

from Suburbia/Bey ond the American Dream.

June 28 \ Going Upstr e am " The Rev erend Kitsy

Win throp. A hop eful exploration of what lies b e-

neath the curren t economic crises, and other dis-ease

on this planet.

July 5 \ Congregational Picnic "

In vitation from the Board Presiden t

On June 14th, w e will b e holding our Ann ual General

Meeting after the Sunda y service. I encourage all mem-

b ers of the F ello wship to attend this imp ortan t meeting.

W e will ha v e some transitions in v olun teers to �ll the v ari-

ous p ositions in our managemen t structure, and some new

faces will b e presen ted for y our consideration.

Come and get to kno w y our new slate of o�cers. More im-

p ortan tly , come and supp ort those who ha v e agreed to tak e

on the resp onsibilities of guiding us in to our 50th y ear of

existence. They will need y our help, y our encouragemen t

and y our o�ers of assistance throughout the y ear.

The Ann ual Meeting is also a time of renewing the b onds

with y our fello w Unitarians. It will b e a time to review,

con�rm, and mo dify our course of action.

It is the time when y our suggestions and commen ts ma y

b e v oiced and heard.

Join us, v olun teer if y ou can, and enjo y the am biance of

our vibran t comm uni t y .

Sincerely ,

John v an Abb ema, Presiden t of the Board

W omen's P ot Luc k

The next w omen's p ot luc k dinner is planned for F rida y ,

June 26th. at 6 pm. Diane Reid will host the gathering

at her home in Kelly's Creek (directions to follo w). Diane

liv es on the w ater and has suggested that if the w eather

is �ne p eople migh t lik e to come at 5 pm and enjo y some

swimming and/or cano eing or b oating b efore supp er. The

sho w and tell topic is \Brushes with Greatness." \Great-

ness" is op en to in terpretation as eac h p erson sees �t. If

no one comes to mind, please tell us who y ou'd *lik e* to
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meet and what y ou'd sa y to her, him, or them if c hance

p ermitted! F or more information con tact Joan Brew er at

jrjeb@n b.sympatico.ca or 455-5169

Hospitalit y Committee

Bett y Lou Da y e has v olun teered to c hair the hospitalit y

committee for 2009-10. She is lo oking for mem b ers who

w ould lik e to b e part of the committee to assist with v ar-

ious activities suc h as Sunda y co�ee, etc. The new com-

mittee assumes its resp onsibilities e�ectiv e July 1.

The hospitalit y committee is one of man y of the commit-

tees where the sa ying \man y hands mak e ligh t w ork" is a

truism indeed. Please consider lending a hand and b eing

a v olun teer with this.

Man y thanks,

Bett y Lou

357-8256

da y e@n b.sympatico.ca

Rainer Marie Rilk e

Be patien t to w ard all that is unsolv ed in y our heart

And try to lo v e the questions themselv es.

Do not seek the answ ers that cannot b e giv en y ou

Because y ou w ould not b e able to liv e them.

And the p oin t is to liv e ev erything.

Liv e the questions no w.

P erhaps y ou will gradually , without noticing it,

Liv e along some distan t da y in to the answ ers.

UFF's Magnolia T ree in blo om

In New Brunswic k, Ma y is the

mon th for Magnolias and one

of the sure signs of spring is

the blossoming of the Mag-

nolia bush in fron t of Tim

Horton's co�ee shop in do wn-

to wn F redericton and the F el-

lo wship's Magnolia tree that

gro ws next to the p orc h at the

bac k of the house. The tric k

to gro wing Magnolias in F red-

ericton seems to b e �nding a

go o d protected sp ot for them

and plan ting y oung sto c k so they will easily adapt to our

climate. Our Magnolia tree w as plan ted in the 1960s b y

the previous residence o wners, Chet and Helen Campb ell.

Their daugh ter, Janet Stev enson b eliev es that UFF's mag-

nolia is the largest and oldest in F redericton, if not the

pro vince. Sev eral y ears ago, congregation photographers

to ok b eautiful photos of the tree in blo om in 2005 and

2006, framed them and o�ered them for sale as a fund-

raiser to raise money for reno v ations. A n um b er of the

framed photos are still a v ailable. Con tact Janet Cra wford

for more information.

Some In teresting F acts Ab out Magnolias

Lo cal gardening exp ert Debb y P ec k sa ys \the disco v ery

of Magnolias b y learned b otanists w as follo w ed b y the as-

signing of a name for the sp ecies. A trend bac k then and

one that con tin ues to da y in the scien ti�c comm uni t y w as

to immo rtalize a notable individual b y giving his or her

name to another living thing. Magnolias w ere named in

1703, b y Charles Plumier, one of the �rst individuals to

publish a b otanical w ork ab out the American 
ora. He

w as studying a b eautiful 
o w ering tree from the island of

Martinique at the time and decided to name it in honor of

a highly regarded plan t exp ert of the da y , Pierre Magnol.

Magnol w as director of the b otanical garden in Mon tp e-

lier, F rance in the late 1600s. He is kno wn for his great

in
uence on the science of b otan y ...indeed, his ideas for

classifying the w orld of plan ts w as incorp orated in to the

w ork of Carolus Linnaeus."

Magnolia 
o w ers come from the magnolia tree, whic h

gro ws throughout eastern Asia, North America and Cen-

tral America. The 
o w ers are cup-lik e and fragran t, with

b et w een six and 12 p etals apiece, and range in color from

white to pink to purple.

Magnolia is an ancien t gen us. Ha ving ev olv ed b efore b ees

app eared, the 
o w ers dev elop ed to encourage p ollination

b y b eetles. As a result, the carp ets of Magnolia 
o w ers are

tough, to a v oid damage b y eating and cra wling b eetles.

F ossilized sp ecimens of M. acuminata ha v e b een found

dating to 20 million y ears ago, and of plan ts iden ti�ably

b elonging to the Magnoliaceae dating to 95 millio n y ears

ago.

Herbalists ha v e kno wn ab out the plan t's natural medicinal

qualities for cen turies. Through history Magnolia bark has

b een prescrib ed as a cure for headac hes, fev er, cold, and

asthmatic reactions. It w as a substitute for quinine to

treat malaria and t yphoid. It w as sometimes c hew ed as

an aid in smoking cessation. Magnolia has attracted the

in terest of the den tal researc h comm uni t y b ecause magno-

lia bark extract inhibits man y of the bacteria resp onsible

for carries and p erio don tal disease. In addition, the con-

stituen t magnolol in terferes with the action of glucosyl-

transferase, an enzyme needed for the formation of bac-

terial plaque. The 
o w er buds and p etals are collected in

early spring when the bud is not in blossom, then dried

in the sun and cleared of debris for use in herbal prepa-

rations. In traditional Chinese medicine, magnolia 
o w er

has pungen t and w arm prop erties, and is asso ciated with
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the Lung and Stomac h meridians.

Science is disco v ering t w o substances found in Magnolia

bark { honokiol and magnolol { are p o w erful stress and

anxiet y reliev ers capable of pro viding the same b ene�ts of

pharmaceutics without the drugged side e�ect. Japanese

researc hers ha v e found an ti-o xidan t lev els in magnolia bark

to b e one thousand times more p o w erful than vitamin E.

An exciting breakthrough o ccurred at A tlan ta's Emory

Univ ersit y Sc ho ol of Medicine, where a team of researc hers

led b y Jac k Arbiser, M.D., Ph.D, assistan t professor of

dermatology and a facult y mem b er in the Winship Cancer

Institute, found that honokiol extracted from seed cones

of magnolia trees prev en ted the gro wth of new blo o d v es-

sels in animal tumors, thereb y slo wing tumor gro wth b y

50 p ercen t. Although honokiol still needs to b e tested in

h umans, Arbiser sa ys he is hop eful that one da y it ma y

b e used in com bination with lo w doses of c hemotherap y to

eliminate, or at least con trol, tumors. "This is a v ery old

�eld that's b een neglected in the last thirt y or fort y y ears

and is no w making a comebac k," sa ys Arbiser. "W e're

disco v ering that Go d is a b etter c hemist than h umans."

Magnolia is a large gen us of ab out 210 
o w ering plan ts

sp ecies in the sub class Magnolio deae of the family Mag-

noliaceae. Magnolias can b e deciduous or ev ergreen, but

all 
o w er in the early spring. They are lik ewise prized

b y horticulturists who ha v e h ybridized them and plan ted

them for sho w in some of the w orld's most famous b otanic

gardens.

In parts of Japan the lea v es of magnolia ob o v ata are used

for wrapping fo o d and as co oking dishes.

Since an tiquit y , 
o w er sym b olism has b een a signi�can t

part of cultures around the w orld. Flo w ers accompan y

us in ev ery ma jor ev en t in life{birth, marriage, holida ys,

graduations, illness, and �nally death. Although the leg-

endary asso ciations and religious meanings of 
o w er sym-

b olism ha v e existed for cen turies, the use of the sym b olic

meaning of 
o w ers to represen t emotions w as dev elop ed to

a high degree during Victorian times. Due to the strict

proto col of the times, emotions, wishes and though ts w ere

not op enly expressed b et w een men and w omen. Instead,

an elab orate language based on 
o w er sym b olism w as de-

v elop ed. Gifts of either single 
o w ers or b ouquets con v ey ed

clear messages to the recipien t. The 
o w er sym b olism as-

so ciated with the Magnolia is nobilit y , p ersev erance and

lo v e of nature. Magnolia is the o�cial state 
o w er of b oth

Mississippi and Louisiana. The 
o w er's abundance in Mis-

sissippi is re
ected in its state nic kname, the "Magnolia

State". The magnolia is also the o�cial state tree of Mis-

sissippi. According to Debb y P ec k \Magnolias are sturdy ,

rugged plan ts that ha v e endured man y catastrophic, ge-

ological ev en ts through time. They ha v e deep tap ro ots

to k eep them anc hored in the soil. They ha v e thic k and

imp enetrable bark that is resistan t to �re. Their seedlings

can surviv e in the shade of a mature forest, w aiting pa-

tien tly for the large trees around them to die and fall,

op ening the canop y for the tin y , p ersev eran t Magnolia to

�nally gro w tall and strong. Recen tly , Magnolias ha v e

b een adopted as a sym b ol of longevit y and endurance b y

the regions of the United States that w ere most hea vily

damaged b y h urricane Katrina, a �tting tribute to this

amazing tree and to the p eople su�ering from that natural

catastrophe."

Artists, photographers, p o ets and writers ha v e recognized

the b eaut y and grandeur of Magnolias in their w orks. One

of the most famous is b y photographer Imogen Cunning-

ham whose concern for purit y of an image and clarit y of

detail is eviden t her magnolia series. \Magnolia Blossom"

of 1925.

The F redericton Botanic Garden Asso ciation has plan ted

a Memorial Magnolia Gro v e close to the w est lo op of the

road ab o v e and to the south side of the Rose Garden.

The gro v e will include a total of nine v arieties of y ello w,

pink/purple and white magnoli a cultiv ars.

In a 2006 talk at the fello wship Debb y P ec k said: \ I'll ask

y ou to compare the strength of the c h urc h and the strength

of y our faith to the strength of the Magnolia{these amaz-

ing plan ts sho w marks of tolerance, p ersev erance, for-

titude, incredible strength and the will to surviv e..."

Anne Leslie

Happ y Birthda y Shirley

Shirley W eyman, in Windsor Court, will celebrate her

birthda y June 4th. If those who knew her, w ould lik e to

remem b er her with a card, I am sure she w ould appreciate

this kind of a gesture. Haifa and Sharon will visit with a

`singing telegram'. Her friend Da vid Dic kson has arranged

for 
o w ers to b e deliv ered. Shirley con tin ues ev en no w, to

sho w her sense of h umour and quic k wit. It is go o d to b e

remem b ered.

Luc ky Dog

Mary and her h usband Jim had a dog named `Luc ky .

0

Luc ky w as a real c haracter. Whenev er Mary and Jim

had compan y come for a w eek end visit they w ould w arn

their friends to not lea v e their luggage op en b ecause Luc ky

w ould help himself to whatev er struc k his fancy . In-

evitably , someone w ould forget and something w ould come

up missing. Mary or Jim w ould go to Luc ky's to y b o x in

the basemen t and there the treasure w ould b e, amid all of

Luc ky's other fa v orite to ys Luc ky alw a ys stashed his �nds

in his to y b o x and he w as v ery particular that his to ys sta y
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in the b o x.

It happ ened that Mary found out she had breast cancer.

Something told her she w as going to die of this disease....in

fact; she w as just sure it w as fatal.

She sc heduled the double mastectom y , fear riding her

shoulders. The nigh t b efore she w as to go to the hos-

pital she cuddled with Luc ky . A though t struc k her...what

w ould happ en to Luc ky? Although the three-y ear-old dog

lik ed Jim, he w as Mary `s dog through and through. If I

die, Luc ky will b e abandoned, Mary though t. He w on't

understand that I didn't w an t to lea v e him! The though t

made her sadder than thinking of her o wn death.

The double mastectom y w as harder on Mary than her do c-

tors had an ticipated and Mary w as hospitalized for o v er

t w o w eeks. Jim to ok Luc ky for his ev ening w alk faithfully ,

but the little dog just dro op ed, whining and miserable.

Finally the da y came for Mary to lea v e the hospital. When

she arriv ed home, Mary w as so exhausted she couldn't ev en

mak e it up the steps to her b edro om. Jim made his wife

comfortable on the couc h and left her to nap.

Luc ky sto o d w atc hing Mary but he didn't come to her

when she called. It made Mary sad but sleep so on o v er-

came her and she dozed.

When Mary w ok e for a sec-

ond she couldn't understand

what w as wrong. She couldn't

mo v e her head and her b o dy

felt hea vy and hot. But panic

so on ga v e w a y to laugh ter

when Mary realized the prob-

lem. She w as co v ered, literally

blank eted, with ev ery treasure

Luc ky o wned! While she had

slept, the sorro wing dog had

made trip after trip to the basemen t bringing his b elo v ed

mistress all his fa v orite things in life.

He had co v ered her with his lo v e. Mary forgot ab out dying.

Instead she and Luc ky b egan living again, w alking further

and further together ev ery da y . It's b een 12 y ears no w

and Mary is still cancer-free. Luc ky He still steals trea-

sures and stashes them in his to y b o x but Mary remains

his greatest treasure. Remem b er.... li v e ev ery da y to the

fullest. Eac h min ute is a blessing. And nev er forget....the

p eople who mak e a di�erence in our liv es are not the ones

with the most creden tials, the most money , or the most

a w ards. They are the ones that care for us.

If y ou see someone without a smile to da y giv e them one

of y ours! Liv e simply . Lo v e seriously . Care deeply . Sp eak

kindly . Lea v e the rest to the Univ erse.

This is a story o� the Internet, don 't know if it is true,

but it is a �ne story nonetheless. If you have sp ac e in the

June issue....

Anne

CUC's Third Ann ual Chapb o ok

The CUC's third ann ual c hapb o ok will b e a v ailable at the

A CM in Th under Ba y , Ma y 15 - 19, 2009. The cost is $7

p er b o ok, or a sp ecial bulk deal for those at the conference

of ten copies for $50.

Jo-Anne Elder-Gomes sa ys in the F orew ord:

\The title of this collection,

The Mo on That F ollo ws Y ou

Home, tak en from a p o em b y

Helen Iaco vino, reminds me

that w e are not alone in our

searc h. W e are not only sur-

rounded b y go o dness, there

is not only ligh t in darkness,

there is something more: a

constan t presence that do es

not lead us a w a y from our-

selv es but rather follo ws us,

accompan ying us closely and

gen tly along our path. W e are

still, and alw a ys, on our w a y

home, to some place where (or some time when) our whole-

ness can b e restored and celebrated. W e are called to k eep

talking ab out our journey and k eep w alking that path, not

b y dut y alone, but b y our most essen tial h umanit y ."

Con tributors to the issue, b esides our editors: Jo-Anne

Elder-Gomes, Rev. Carole Martignacco, John J. Guiney

Y allop, Diane Stev enson Sc hmolk a, Keith Wilkinson and

m yself are - Belinda Betk er, Rev. Audrey Bro oks, Nathalie

Brunet, Alex Campb ell, Dan Coghlan,

Jennifer Getsinger, Barbara Harsan yi, Elaine Harv ey , Ster-

ling Ha ynes, Helen Iaco vino, F ranci Louann, Angela Sim-

mons (co v er photo), Cassy W elburn, and Alex Winstanley .

After the conference the b o ok will b e a v ailable through

the CUC W ebsite or the T oron to o�ce (1.888.568.5723 , or

416.489.4121)

b est regards

Janet Vic k ers

p o etry@cuc.ca

\In p o etry , language is alw a ys a singer as w ell as a think er;

a lo v er as w ell as an engineer." Don McKa y

Thanks

I w ould lik e to thank all of the mem b ers of TUFF who ha v e

supp orted me since m y knee replacemen t surgery on Ma y

19. I'll try to remem b er ev ery one but if I forget someone
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please forgiv e me (pain meds LOL).

My �rst visitor w as dear Margaret with a cute card and a

tub e of moisturizing cream that has sa v ed me from gouging

m y dry sw ollen skin o�.

Bless Sharon for coming b y and sp ending an hour telling

me what an inspiration I w as to someone w aiting for the

same surgery .

Then p o or Janet sp en t the time to come up to see me,

only to �nd that I w as temp orarily \Indisp osed". She left

one of her adorable cards.

And then there w as the fo o d parade; Anne L., Haifa,

Janet, Sheila, who all came b y with fo o d and visited

with me this w eek. Some to ok shifts to bab ysit me while

Sally had to go out. By Sunda y afterno on I will also b e

enjo ying fo o d from Margaret. Thanks one an all for the

phone calls, visits and fo o d blended with lo v e supp ort

and encouragemen t. I so appreciate the time and care

of the TUFF Caring Committee and mem b ers at large.

Sue Steen

Bab y Sho w er

All are in vited to come together on July 11th, 2009, from

2 - 4 p.m. at the Unitarian F ello wship of F redericton

for a Bab y Sho w er. Heidi and Eric Daigle are exp ecting

their new bab y in August. Husbands and c hildren are

also w elcome. This is a time of celebration for Heidi and

Eric and for our F ello wship comm unit y . F or information

please call Haifa Miller at 472-1509 or allison calv ern at

459-1436. Please RSVP so w e ha v e an idea ho w man y are

coming.

A Jo y ous Solstice F estiv al

Sunrise at Stonehenge

Midsummer, called Litha

b y Wiccans and Alban

He�n b y Druids, cele-

brates Earth's abundance.

The alter is decorated for

the Sabbat. Its feast is

v egetables and fruits.

Litha is also the time of

another celebration, the

F east of the F aeries. A t

t wiligh t, the p ortals b et w een the w orlds op en and faeries

ma y en ter our w orld. Mortals who w elcome them are

blessed with jo y and wisdom.

Shak esp eare immo rtalized this lesser �re Sabbat in his

pla y , A Midsummer Nigh t's Dream. F aeries are featured

in this comedy .

This y ear, the cen tre of the sun will b e co-planar with the

cen tre of the Earth and a p erp endicular dropp ed from the

Earth's axis of rotation to the plane of the ecliptic within

min utes of 2:45AM on June 21'st. This is the momen t of

the Solstice and marks the end of the apparen t motion of

the Sun North w ard and the b eginning of the long marc h

bac k in to Win ter when the memory of biting insects, heat,

h umidit y and p ollen will ha v e receded to the p oin t that w e

b egin to lo ok forw ard to Summer once more.

First Otta w a Calls Minister

First Unitarian Congregation of Otta w a has called Rev.

John Marsh as our settled minister.

A t a v ote tak en after a congregational meeting this past

Sunda y , Ma y 10, mem b ers issued Rev. Marsh a resounding

call to ministry , v oting 98.5 p ercen t in fa v our. \Extremely

pleased," Rev. Marsh accepted with en th usiasm.

The v ote follo w ed an activ e and engaging candidating

w eek: a whirl of receptions, w orking breakfasts, p otluc ks,

and question and answ er sessions. Organized b y the Searc h

Committee for a Settled Minister, the ev en ts ga v e mem-

b ers of the congregation and sta� opp ortunities to meet

and greet the candidate. \The Searc h Committee thanks

all the p eople who faithfully attended the v arious ev en ts to

meet John, and also those who help ed with fo o d, set up,

logistics, and comm unication to mak e the w eek a success,"

said co-c hair Ken t Swin burne.

Born in Norw ell, Massac h usetts, Rev. Marsh's in terest

in the ministry originated in c hildho o d. After taking an

undergraduate degree in English literature from U. Mass.,

John obtained an M. Divinit y from Harv ard in 1982; he

w as ordained the same y ear.

John's �rst parish ministry w as in Edmon ton, Alb erta,

where he w ork ed to re-create a sense of w orship in the

congregation and reac h out to the ga y and lesbian com-

m unit y . Another ac hiev emen t of his ten ure there w as to

meet and marry his wife of t w en t y-t w o y ears, Alison, and

start a family . John, Alison, and their three c hildren are

all Canadian citizens.

Rev. Marsh has serv ed Unitarian Univ ersalist congrega-

tions in professional p ositions since 1976, establishing c hil-

dren's programs in inner cit y c h urc hes in Boston and Los

Angeles, sharing an exceptionally pro ductiv e co-ministry

in San F rancisco, and pro viding skilled and steadying in-

terim ministries in Syracuse and Utica, New Y ork. He is

curren tly an in terim minister at First P arish Ch urc h in

Arlington, Massac h usetts.

In the wider comm unit y , Rev. Marsh has partnered with

F aithful F o ols Street Ministry and Habitat for Humanit y
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on so cial justice pro jects in San F rancisco, and w as the

founding c hair on the b oard of directors of California P eo-

ple of F aith W orking to End the Death P enalt y . During

a sabbatical, he made w eekly visits to t w o men on death

ro w in San Quen tin.

Calling a minister is one of the most imp ortan t ev en ts

in congregational life. T o mak e it p ossible, First Uni-

tarian's Settled Minister Searc h Committee has w ork ed

for o v er a y ear. All of us at First Unitarian honour

the Searc h Committee|Co-Chairs Ken t Swin burne and

Gw en Harman, Alastaire Henderson, Sue William s, Donna

Bo w en-Willer, Charles Lanktree, Blair Erskine, and Mar-

got Clark e|for completing their task with though tfulness,

discernmen t, and go o d grace.

John and Alison exp ect to mo v e to Otta w a this summer;

they will b e w elcomed with op en arms.

CUC App oin ts Executiv e Director

The Board of T rustees of the Canadian Unitarian Council

is pleased to announce the app oin tmen t of Jennifer Dic k-

son as its Executiv e Director, e�ectiv e Ma y 12, 2009.

Jennifer Dic kson

F or the past �v e y ears Jennifer serv ed

as Executiv e Director for P auktuutit,

Canada's National In uit w omen's orga-

nization, leading and supp orting w ork

on issues facing Canada's Arctic and en-

couraging In uit w omen to participate ef-

fectiv ely in their so cial dev elopmen t and economic life.

In the nineties, Jennifer founded Leslie En terprises, an in-

dep enden t managemen t consulting and pro ject dev elop-

men t �rm, where she built and lead co op erativ e pro cesses

among priv ate and public sector clien ts to dev elop practi-

cal, cost-e�cien t, results-based national and in ternational

initiativ es. Prior to that, Jennifer held senior p ositions

with the Go v ernmen t of Canada, the Pro vince of On tario

and the Municipalit y of Metrop olitan T oron to, fo cusing on

in tergo v ernmen tal and in ternational issues.

Jennifer has four c hildren and curren tly liv es in the Otta w a

area. She attends the Otta w a First congregation and is an

activ e mem b er of its c hoir. She is no w lo oking for a home

in T oron to. Jennifer con tin ues to b e activ ely committed

to the w ell-b eing of all c hildren and sits on the Board of

Directors of the National Alliance for Children and Y outh.

If y ou will b e attending the up coming Ann ual Conference

& Meeting in Th under Ba y (Ma y 15-18) , please tak e the

opp ortunit y to w elcome Jennifer in to our fold.

A t this time, the Board w ould also lik e to share its great

appreciation to Linda Thomson for her hard w ork and

dedication as Acting Executiv e Director. Linda will pla y

the \M.C." role at the A CM as planned, allo wing Jennifer

an opp ortunit y to get familiarized and meet p eople. Af-

ter the A CM, Linda will con tin ue in her role as Asso ciate

Executiv e Director, helping Jennifer to transition in to the

organization, and as Regional Director for service deliv ery .

Please feel free to con tact an y mem b er of the CUC Board

should y ou ha v e an y questions or commen ts.

With great pleasure,

Jean P
eiderer

Presiden t, Canadian Unitarian Council

A Blessed T rinit y Sunda y

T rinit� a Chiesa San Gaudenzio Ivr e a

Luca Rossetti

T rinit y Sunda y is the �rst Sunda y after P en tecost, this

y ear, June 7'th. On this da y , Christians p onder and cele-

brate the T rinit y .

A Credo

W e b eliev e....

.. that man y streams join to mak e a riv er,

.. that the w a y to wisdom lies in an op en ear and heart

.. that go o dness ma y b e pursued for the sak e of go o d-

ness

.. and not from fear of punishmen t

.. that kno wing and not kno wing are part of the same

.. and am biguit y is p ermissible.

....P atric k Mur�n

R e c eive d fr om Shar on van A bb ema with the c overing note:

Something I c ame acr oss in the A l l Souls Wac c amaw Uni-

tarian Chur ch newsletter that might b e worth putting in

T ouchstone.
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The Mart yrdom of Guru Arjan

Guru A rjan, right, dictating the A di Gr anth

The 16'th of June, will b e a time to remem b er all Sikhs

who ha v e su�ered for their faith. Guru Arjan w as head of

Sikhism as the �fth Guru for a quarter of a cen tury start-

ing in Septem b er, 1581. The construction of Amritsar w as

completed during his ten ure as w as the compilation of the

w orks of the �rst four Gurus as the holy b o ok the Adi

Gran th.

The Guru w as tortured to death in 1606 with man y rea-

sons giv en including strong ob jections to the con v erson of

Muslims to Sikhism.

T aking Ourselv es Ligh tly

Editor's note: fol lowing is intende d to b e humour ous. If

you do not b elieve in humour, which is, of c ourse, your

right, ple ase skip to the next article.

Wh y did the UU cross the road?

T o supp ort the chicken in its se ar ch for its own p ath.

What do y ou call a dead Unitarian Univ ersalist ?

A l l dr esse d up with no plac e to go.

Arguing with a UU is lik e wrestling with a pig.

Prett y so on y ou realize the pig lik es it.

Ho w man y UUs do es it tak e to screw in a ligh t

bulb?

Twenty. Seven to form a c ommitte e to discuss the e c olo g-

ic al implic ations of c omp act 
uor esc ent vs. inc andesc ent

bulbs, six to form a c ommitte e to discuss lab or pr actic es,

six on the aesthetics c ommitte e to discuss the exact tint

and wattage, and one who go es ahe ad and do es it without

c onsulting anyone else.

First Otta w a - Sanctuary Successful

April 24, 2009

Shree Kumar Rai Legally in Canada After Tw o

Y ears in Sanctuary

Otta w a, April 24 - The First Unitarian Congregation of

Otta w a is pleased to announce that Shree Kumar Rai,

a refugee from Nepal who has b een in sanctuary at the

c h urc h since F ebruary 27, 2007, has b een legally admitted

to Canada.

Mr. Rai has no w met all of Citizenship and Immigratio n

Canada's requiremen ts for p ermanen t en try as a skilled

w ork er and has satis�ed an outstanding dep ortation order

issued b y the Canada Border Services Agency . He will

so on b e joined here from Nepal b y his wife Dik c hh y a and

teen-age son Adit y a, who he has not seen for more than

12 y ears.

The First Unitarian Congregation of Otta w a accepted Mr.

Rai in to sanctuary after a thorough review of his case. It

w as determined b y the Congregation that the immi gratio n

system failed to recognize that Mr. Rai w as a gen uine

refugee and that he w ould b e in danger if he w ere forced

to return to Nepal.

While c h urc hes ha v e a cen turies-old tradition of pro vid-

ing sanctuary to protect refugees and p eople who are op-

pressed or whose liv es are threatened, this practice has

no formal basis in Canadian la w. Ho w ev er, more than

a dozen refugees whose status w as not legal ha v e b een

gran ted sanctuary in Canadian c h urc hes in recen t y ears.

Man y of them ev en tually gained legal status to remain in

Canada.

While in sanctuary Shree w as con�ned to the Unitarian

c h urc h and its grounds on Cleary Av e. in Otta w a's w est

end. He help ed with main tenance in the c h urc h, made

sushi to help pa y legal exp enses and supp ort his family in

Nepal, and dev elop ed a promising talen t as a pain ter. He

is a skilled sushi c hef and has b een o�ered emplo ymen t in

a sushi restauran t in Otta w a.

Mr. Rai w as a teac her and a storek eep er in Nepal. He


ed to Canada during a civil w ar in Nepal when his life

w as in danger. P eace has no w b een restored in Nepal, the

monarc h y has b een dep osed, and the coun try's Maoists

ha v e b een elected to p o w er through a demo cratic election.

The First Unitarian Congregation w ould lik e to thank the

Honourable Jason Kenney , the Minister of Citizenship, Im-

migration and Multiculturalism, and his o�cials for their

help in resolving Mr. Rai's case.
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